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Bnnual  IReport 

OF  THE 

MEDICAD  OFFICER  Op  REAIiTR, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Brierley-HiU  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

The  Census  in  April,  1901,  showed  the  population  of  Brierley-Hill  to 
be  12,148,  living  in  2,394  houses,  an  average  of  5‘c>7  persons  to  each 
inhabited  house  ; as  compared  with  5*06  for  the  previous  ten  years.  In 
my  report  for  1902  I estimated  an  increase  of  80  in  the  population,  in 

1903  an  increase  of  160,  and  for  the  year  1904  an  increase  of  252, 
which  brings  the  present  population  of  the  district  up  to  12,640.  On 
this  estimated  population  the  statistics  for  this  report  are  based. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  1904  is  383  ; 
204  males  and  179  females. 

The  birth-rate  is  30^30  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  during 

1904  is  193,  corrected  by  addition  of  those  persons  belonging  to  the 
district  who  died  in  public  institutions  outside,  it  is  217 — 118  males  and 
99  females. 

The  death-rate  is  17  1 per  1,000  of  population. 

For  further  information  as  to  Vital  Statistics,  see  Tables  I.,  IV.,  and 
V.  appended. 

If  will  be  noted  that  the  General  Mortality  is  satisfactory,  but  the 
corrected  death-rate  raises  it  a little  above  the  average  of  the  past  ten 
years. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  exceeds  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  very 
closely  approaches  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years. 

The  Infant  Mortality  has  also  gone  up  and  very  considerably  exceeds 
the  decennial  average. 

Amongst  Notified  Diseases  the  most  prevalent  have  been  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Enteric  Fever.  The  number  is  less  than  that  of  the  previous 
year,  and  below  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years. 
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The  Sanitary  work  of  the  year  has  proceeded  much  on  the  same  lines 
as  hitherto.  No  special  work  has  been  inaugurated,  and  the  require- 
ments which  I mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report  still  remain  under 
consideration.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  improve  the  effluent  at 
the  filter  beds,  by  remodelling  and  increasing  the  area  of  the  filters. 
Such  improvement  as  there  is,  however,  can  only  be  of  a temporary 
character,  under  the  existing  system. 

On  referring  to  the  Inspector’s  Report  (appended)  you  will  note  that 
a considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  house  drainage,  i.e., 
the  drainage  of  old  houses,  all  of  which  is  very  necessary  and  desirable 
but  there  is  at  present  very  inadequate  provision  for  dealing  with  the 
drainage  when  it  has  been  discharged  into  our  sewers. 

With  our  increasing  population  and  the  large  number  of  new  houses 
which  have  been  erected,  and  become  occupied  during  the  last  three 
yearn,  all  of  which  are  provided  with  water  closets,  the  continued  delay 
in  carrying  out  the  Sewerage  Scheme,  which  has  now  been  under  con- 
sideration for  twelve  years,  is  becoming  a serious  public  danger. 

I regard  the  “ deadlock  ” which  has  occurred  in  carrying  out  the 
scheme  as  most  unfortunate,  and  it  seems  to  me  there  ought  to  be  no 
difficulty  in  arriving  at  a satisfactory  settlement  of  the  points  which 
hinder  the  scheme. 

As  for  the  proposed  scheme  itself,  I am  fully  satisfied  it  will  meet  all 
the  requirements  of  the  district,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  advising  you 
to  carry  it  out.  It  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  sewage  can  be  treated 
within  your  own  area,  and  as  the  difficulties  of  dealing  with  it  in  any 
other  way  appear  to  be  insuperable,  I want  to  impress  upon  you  the 
urgent  importance  of  getting  on  with  the  work. 

Then  there  is  also  the  important  question  of  providing  a Cemetery, 
which  has  unfortunately  become  dependent  upon  the  decision  arrived  at 
with  regard  to  the  Sewerage  Scheme.  I have  frequently  referred  to  the 
urgency  of  this  question,  and  I think  you  are  all  aware  how  pressing 
and  important  it  is. 

Scavenging. — The  Night-soil  Department  of  this  work  is  still  done 
by  contract,  under  improved  conditions,  and  better  terms  for  the  Con- 
tractor, which  should  be  productive  of  better  results  than  in  the  past. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I mentioned  that  the  Contractor  had 
emptied  and  cleansed  3,197  privies  during  the  year  1903,  an  average  of 
266  per  month,  but  less  than  once  in  six  months  for  the  estimated 
number  of  privies  (1,723)  in  the  district.  The  present  Contractor  has 
emptied  3,575  privies  during  the  year,  which  is  378  more  than  were 
emptied  during  1903,  and  a little  more  than  once  in  six  months.  I do 
not  think  there  is  much  increase  in  the  number  of  privies.  There  is, 
therefore,  considerable  improvement,  but  it  is  a long  way  short  of  what 
I think  should  be  done. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — On  this  question  I must  refer  you  to  Mr. 
Yorke’s  Report  (appended),  where  you  will  find  an  epitome  of  the  work 
which  he  has  done  in  this  direction  during  the  year.  It  is  satisfactory 
as  evidence  that  these  people  are  being  well  looked  after,  much  more  so 
than  they  have  ever  been  before,  in  my  experience. 

I find  from  my  own  personal  interviews  that  it  is  an  extremely  difficult 
thing  to  get  an  intelligent  acceptance  of  the  advantages  of  acting  up  to 
the  Regulations.  There  is  always  something  wrong  about  these  places, 
and  generally  such  as  the  cowkeeper  can  easily  rectify  if  he  will  take  the 
trouble.  To  have  closed  two  badly-kept  cowsheds  during  the  year  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction  and  will,  I hope,  act  as  an  example  of  what 
others  may  expect  if  they  are  negligent. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Fifty-one  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  have 
been  reported  during  the  year,  being  twenty-nine  less  than  the  Notifica- 
tions for  the  year  1903. 

More  detailed  information  will  be  found  on  reference  to  Table  VI., 
showing  the  number  of  cases  in  each  ward,  and  the  averages  for  the 
past  ten  years. 

The  two  most  prevalent  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year  have  been 
Scarlet  Fever,  21  cases,  with  1 death;  and  Enteric  Fever,  15  cases,  with 
3 deaths. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  have  been  most  prevalent  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  year,  with  a marked  increase  on  the  re-opening  of  the  schools  after 
the  summer  holidays. 

I think  the  explanation  is  obvious.  A child  has  some  slight  feverish 
attack  from  which  it  soon  recovers  and  is  able  to  play  about  Rather 
than  have  the  worry  of  combating  the  school  officer,  or  the  expense  of  a 
medical  certificate,  the  child  is  returned  to  school.  Probably  no  one 
notices  that  it  has  a slight  discharge  from  the  nose,  or  ear;  but  therein 
lies  the  danger. 

Some  of  these  cases  are  so  mild  that  the  mother  does  not  suspect  at 
first  what  the  illness  really  is  (that  she  does  discover  it  later  I have  not 
the  least  doubt.)  If  she  has  any  suspicion,  she  cannot  satisfy  the  School 
Officer  without  admitting  the  fact. 

I am  convinced  that  the  cases  which  are  Notified  early  very  rarely  take 
back  infection  to  school.  It  is  the  cases  which  escape  Notification  that 
do  the  mischief.  In  my  Report  for  last  December,  I mentioned  two 
such  cases  which  I had  investigated,  on  the  information  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  in  which  I think  the  evidence  of  knowledge  on  the  part 
of  the  parents  was  clear.  I advised  you  to  prosecute,  because  I believe 
that  is  the  only  way  in  which  you  can  bring  the  responsibilities  home  to 
the  parents. 
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If  the  following  rules  were  adopted  and  strictly  adhered  to,  I think 
we  should  have  more  control  over  school  infection  : — 

1.  — No  child  after  an  illness  should  be  allowed  to  return  to  school 
without  a medical  certificate  of  fitness. 

2.  — The  cost  of  the  certificates  should  not  fall  on  the  parents. 

3.  — No  child  should  be  allowed  to  attend  to  school  from  a house 
where  infectious  Disease  has  been  Notified  until  a certificate  is  pro- 
duced from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  effect  that  the  house  has 
been  fumigated  and  the  clothing  disinfected. 

I know  that  sometimes  these  precautions  are  taken,  but  not  by  all  the 
schools  and  not  by  any  in  all  cases.  In  one  case  I investigated  if  this 
precaution  had  been  taken  I have  reason  fo  believe  we  should  have 
had  very  few  cases  last  year.  The  child  went  back  to  school  in  an 
infectious  condition,  the  parents,  I believe,  being  completely  ignorant  of 
the  nature  of  the  illness. 

The  first  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  in  January  ; the  next  in 
February,  March,  April,  June,  one  case  in  each  month  ; and  then  from 
the  15th  July  to  the  30th  of  August,  nine  cases  occurred,  and  one  later 
on  in  October.  On  referring  to  Table  VI.,  you  will  observe  that  the 
average  of  ten  years  is  13  cases,  so  that  we  are  two  cases  above  the 
average  The  number  of  cases  had,  however,  been  steadily  coming 
down  for  the  past  four  years,  the  number  for  1903  being  four  cases. 

In  July  we  had  a very  severe  storm,  unprecedented  in  the  history  of 
the  town,  which  burst  the  sewers  at  the  lowest  point,  and  flooded  the 
cellars  of  the  houses  at  Williams-street  and  Fen  ton-street.  This 
accounts  for  four  ot  the  cases.  The  sudden  flushing  of  the  sewers  gave 
rise  to  verv  offensive  odours,  and  no  doubt  some  of  the  food  was  con- 
taminated in  this  way. 

There  are  other  important  factors  to  be  considered,  however,  to 
account  for  eleven  other  cases,  which  occurred  and  which  were  outside 
the  influence  of  the  storm. 

I have  often  referred  to  the  importance  of  systematic  flushing  of  the 
sewers,  especially  during  hot  dry  weather.  No  amount  of  disinfection 
or  trapping  will  make  up  for  negligence  in  keeping  the  sewers  clean. 
It  is  most  essential  during  the  dry  weather  flow,  and  is  much  more 
important  when  the  sewers  are  old,  The  more  fresh  air  you  can  admit 
through  them  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  health  of  the  community,  and 
there  will  be  far  less  risk  of  sewer  air  finding  its  way  into  dwellings. 

The  condition  of  the  sewers,  as  proved  by  the  storm  last  July,  showed 
that  they  had  not  been  efficiently  flushed,  although  I have  no  doubt  they 
received  the  usual  attention. 

With  such  an  excellent  water  supply  as  we  have  at  Brierley-Hill, 
Enteric  Fever  ought  to  be  a thing  unknown.  There  are  very  few  of  the 
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old  wells  in  use,  but  such  as  are  left  should  be  closed.  I have  never 
analysed  a sample  of  well  water  from  this  district  without  finding  strong 
evidence  of  organic  pollution. 

There  are  many  places  \Vhere  the  drainage  is  locked  up  on  the 
premises,  either  in  cesspools  or  for  want  of  a proper  outlet,  and  there  is 
constantly  much  soil  pollution,  which  becomes  an  important  factor  in 
the  causation  of  such  diseases  as  Enteric  Fever. 

Then  there  are  the  properties  wrhere  the  privy  middens  are  in  use, 
which  may  have  polluted  the  soil  and  supplied  the  specific  infection. 

Careful  inquiry  was  made  as  to  the  possibility  of  infection  through 
food  or  drink,  but  nothing  was  discoverable.  The  ice  cream  sellers 
especially  received  attention. 

* 

The  following  Table  gives  some  further  particulars  of  the  distribution 
and  probable  source  of  each  case,  but  this  is  only  presumptive : — 


Month. 

No.  of 
cases. 

Locality. 

Probable  cause. 

Action  taken. 

Jan. 

1 

Church  Street 

Foul,  defective  privy, 
midden,  and  drainage. 

Notice  to  abate 
and  repair. 

Feb, 

2 

Buckpool 
Level  Street 

Not  ascertained. 

\ 

April 

1 

Mill  Street 

Defective  drainage. 

No  through  ventilation 
to  cottage. 

Notice  to  abate. 

June 

2 

Level  Street 

Foul  privy  midden  and 
cesspool. 

Notice  to 
cleanse  and 
repair. 

July 

1 

s 

Albion  Street 

Well  water  polluted 
with  sewage. 

Wateranalysed 
notice  to  lay  on 
the  Company’s 

August 

7 

1,  Bank  Street 
1,  Cottage 
Street 

1,  Chapel  Street 

4,  Williams 
Street 

Had  been  bathing  in 
canal  which  is  known 
to  be  polluted  with 
sewage. 

Heavy  storm  bursting 
of  house  connections, 
and  discharge  of  very 
foul  sewage  into  cel- 
lars. 

water. 

Prompt  mea- 
sures were 
taken  to  repair 
the  damage  and 
disinfect. 

October 

1 

Church  Street 

Small  cottage  overcrow- 
ded, badly  ventilated, 

Declared  unfit 
for  occupat  ion 

and  damp. 

and  condemned 

to 
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Genera!  Death=rate. — The  Tables  appended  to  this  Report  are 
the  usual  ones  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County 
Council,  and  give  all  the  particulars  as  to  Vital  Statistics.  Table  V.  and 
Table  VI.,  which  I usually  add  myself,  give  a little  further  information 
as  to  individual  Mortality  and  the  Rates  of  Mortality  in  the  separate 
Wards. 

One  death  was  returned  as  uncertified. 

Synopsis  of  Birth  and  Death=rate  in  Brierley-Hill,  County  of 
Stafford,  and  England  : — 


Annual  Rate  per  1,000 
living. 

1 

Infant 

1904. 

Births. 

Deaths  from 
all  causes. 

Deaths  from 
Seven  chief 
Epidemic 

Diseases. 

Mortality. 
Annual  Death- 
rate  of  Infants 
under  1 year  of 
age  per  1,000 
Births. 

Brierley-Hill 

3°'3° 

17-16 

1-97 

186 

England  and  Wales  . . 

17-9 

16-2 

1-94 

146 

Rural  England  and  Wales 

268 

ffi-3 

1-28 

I25 

76  Great  Towns 

29*1 

17-2 

2-49 

160 

142  Smaller  Towns 

275 

15-6 

2-02 

C4 

County  of  Stafford 

^ Urban 

1903  ’ Rural 

33  '4 

15-8 

1-63 

T47 

30  *i 

I3*S 

o-86 

11 7 

( Brierley-Hill  . . 

32-28 

1477 

1-20 

135 

The  most  unsatisfactory  feature  about  the  death  returns  is  the  great 
increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality.  It  has  only  once  reached  such  a high 
rate  in  the  past  ten  years.  It  had  been  steadily  declining  during  the 
past  five  years. 

Dr.  Reid,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1903? 
after  dealing  very  fully  with  the  question  of  Infant  Mortality,  concludes 
as  follows  : — “ It  would  appear  that  we  cannot  hope  to  make  much 
impression  on  the  present  race  of  mothers,  but  can  we  not  look  a little 
further  ahead  and  endeavour,  by  means  of  simple  teaching  in  schools, 
to  instil  into  the  coming  race  reasonable  ideas  regarding  everyday 
mutters  affecting  health,  including  infant  feeding,  and  so  lead  to  a 
radical  change  for  the  better  in  the  future  ? As  I have  pointed  out  in 
my  preliminary  remarks,  this  is  a matter  which  calls  for  the  earnest 
attention  of  the  new  Education  Authorities,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
they  will  give  it  that  consideration  which  its  importance  deserves.” 
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Having  failed  to  do  much  good  in  almost  every  other  direction, 
Sanitarians  are  now  looking  to  the  new  Education  Authorities  to  help 
them.  I hope  those  members  of  the  Council  who  take  an  active  interest 
in  educational  matters  will  do  their  best  to  encourage  the  movement. 


The  causes  of  death  under  one  year  of  age  were  : — 


Diarrhoea 

6 

Gastro  Enteritis 

3 

Pneumonia 

9 

Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

4 

Bronchitis 

6 

Convulsions 

3 

Marasmus 

9 

Premature  Birth 

16 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

Congenital  Debility  ... 

4 

Measles 

1 

Inquests 

4 

Fourteen  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  24  hours  of  birth,  and  eleven 
within  one  month  of  birth. 


As  I have  often  said  before,  I think  intelligent  nursing  might  have 
saved  some  of  these  lives,  e.g.,  such  instruction  as  could  be  given  by  a 
District  Nurse.  This  applies  to  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  more 
especially,  but  it  also  applies  to  the  deaths  from  Marasmus,  Diarrhoea, 
Enteritis,  and  Convulsions,  caused  most  probably  by  indiscreet  feeding. 

Slaughterhouses. — Vide  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  appended. 

Overcrowding  and  House  Accommodation. — I have  reported 
upon  32  houses  which  I had  inspected  and  found  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  Some  of  these  have  been  put  into  a better  state  of  repair 
and  reoccupied ; but  I find  it  very  difficult  to  get  as  much  done  as  I 
consider  necessary.  Further  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Summary,  page  30,  and  in  his  Report. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — I have  nothing  to  add  to  my  former 
reports.  These  places  as  a rule  are  well  concluded  and  the  health  of 
the  workpeople  is  good.  No  case  of  lead  poisoning — i.e.  no  new  case — 
has  been  reported  during  the  year. 

In  my  visits  as  Certifying  Surgeon  to  the  Factories  in  this  and 
neighbouring  districts,  I have  been  very  much  struck  with  the 
remarkable  difference  there  is  between  the  Rural  and  the  Urban  boys  at 
the  age  of  13.  The  Rural  bred  boy’s  development  is  so  much  superior 
to  that  of  the  Urban,  whose  physical  inefficiency  is  often  most  marked. 
If  I were  to  take  the  former  as  a standard  of  physical  development  and 
healthy  appearance  required  before  these  boys  could  commence  work, 
I should  have  to  decline  a large  percentage  of  the  boys  who  are  town 
bred.  It  is  not  a question  so  much  of  quantity  as  of  wholesome  food, 
early  hours,  cleanliness,  and  plenty  of  fresh  air. 

H.  D’ARCY  ELLIS. 


February  2grd,  1905. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  years. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BRI ERLEY-H I LL. 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of 
each  Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  regis- 
tered in  the  Dis- 
trict. 

Total  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions 
in  the  District, 

Deaths  of  Non-residents  registered  in 
Public  Institutions  in  the  District. 

Deaths  of  Residents  registered  in  Pub- 
lic Institutions  beyond  the  District. 

* 

Dea 

all 

belc 

to 

Dig 

Jett 
ths  at 

Number. 

Rate. 

Under  1 
Year  of 
Age. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Ages 

nging 

the 

strict. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1,000  Births 
registered. 

Number, 

Rate. 

Number. 

•91UH  1 

1891 

11,947 

416 

34*82 

71 

170 

200 

16-74 

12 

212 

17-74 

1895 

11,976 

445 

37T5 

77 

173 

224 

18-78 

9 

233 

19-45 

1896 

12,005 

397 

33-06 

60 

151 

178 

14-82 

13 

191 

16-44 

1897 

12,034 

399 

33*15 

75 

189 

218 

18-10 

14 

232 

19-28 

1898 

12,063 

430 

35*65 

74 

172 

246 

20-39 

13 

259 

21-47 

1899 

12,092 

442 

36-55 

69 

156 

221 

18-27 

15 

236 

19-51 

1900 

12,122 

440 

36-29 

70 

150 

253 

20-87 

12 

265 

21'86 

1901 

12,148 

417 

34-32 

59 

141 

204 

16-79 

12 

216 

17-78 

1902 

12,228 

412 

33-69 

57 

138 

187 

15-29 

12 

199 

16-27 

1903 

12,388 

400 

32-28 

54 

135 

174 

14-00 

9 

183 

14-77 

Averages 

• 

for  years 

12,100 

416 

34-69 

66 

157 

210 

17-00 

12 

222 

18*45 

1894-1903 

1904 

12,640 

383 

30-30 

71 

186 

193 

15-26  j 

» j 

217 

17T6 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by 

Total  Population  at  all  Ages 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House 


Water)  ...  1,027 

12,1484 

9 qn!  I At  Census  of 

iOOL 

5J 
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TABLE  111. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1904. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BRI ERLEYH I LL. 


Cases  Notified  in  whole 

District. 

O 

-4~> 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  Ages 

-Years. 

a>  cs 

> *-> 

2 E 

At  all 
Ages 

Un- 
der 1 

1 to 

5 

5 to 
15 

15  to 
2c 

25  to 
(55 

65  and 

up- 

wards. 

£ 

0 0 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

2 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever... 

Typhus  Fever 

21 

7 

11 

3 

Nil. 

Enteric  Fever 

15 

4 

6 

5 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

3 

Plague 

Totals 

51 

18 

9 

10 

3 

Isolation  Hospital : — Quarry  Bank. 
Brierley-Hill  and  Quarry  Bank  Joint  Hospital. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1904. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  B Rl  ERLEY-H  I LL. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined 

ages 

of 

Deaths  at  all 

.0  G 0 
"p-  'C 

“ Residents  ” 

whether  occurring 

ages-  of 

Resi 

- CO 

in  or  beyond  the  District. 

dents” 

belonging 

c+H  Tj 

to 

Localities, 

O R QJ 

u R 

whether  occurr 

. 

oj  2 

10 

IO 

CT 

>0 

co 

C/3 

nO 

H 

ing  in  or  beyond 

X co  G 

v U- 

d)  [V  CO 

-G^  G 

h 

10 

rH 

JLj 

the  District. 

Causes  of  Death. 

a 

CD 

u 

■s 

a 

P 

h 

CD 

TO 

03 

no 

£ 

-£-  .2 

w 

<v 

r— 1 

fl 

S 

£h 

C 

O 

Q. 

O 

_C  0 -H 
t!  fi'O 
rt  c/3 

&C 

eg 

r— H 

u 

CD 

nO 

a 

0 

T—i 

no 

fl 

cr! 

>C 

no 

0! 

aS 

>0 

rH 

nO 

fl 

o3 

10 

nO 

£ 

10 

CO 

Total  De 

dents  or 

Public  Ir 

1 

2 

3 

4 

0 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Small-pox 

Measles  

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

8 

6 

2 

branous  Croup 

2 

2 

Croup  

8 

1 

2 

1 Typhus 

Fevers  Enteric  ... 

3 

1 

2 

(Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Cholera  

Plague  

Diarrhoea 

9 

6 

3 

Enteritis  

5 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Other  Septic  Diseases ... 

3 

3 

Phthisis  ...  

Other  Tubercular  Di- 

12 

1 

4 

7 

seases  

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  Di- 

sease  

9 

0 

4 

Bronchitis 

21 

6 

1 

6 

8 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy  

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

23 

9 

5 

6 

3 

piratory  Organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

6 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 
Venereal  Diseases 
Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  Accidents 

16 

4 

2 

1(3 

of  Parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

12 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Accidents 

10 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

Suicides  

1 

1 

All  other  Causes 

63 

20 

1 

2 

17 

23 

All  Causes 

217 

71 

20  1 

9 

8 

62 

47 

1 

1 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BRIERLEY  HILL 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES 

AND  HOMEWORK. 


I. — INSPECTION  (including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances.) 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries)  

75 

10 

Nil 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

Laundries)  ...  

178 

19 

Workplaces  

Homeworkers’  Premises 

Total  

253 

29 

” 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  defects 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H,M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

9 

9 

Want  of  Ventilation 

3 

3 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

19 

17 

1 Insufficient 

Sanitary  Accommodations  s Unsuitable  or  Defective 

7 

7 

(Not  separate  for  Sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  BaUehouse 
(S.  101)  

3 

3 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  Bake- 
houses (SS.  97  to  100) 

Failure  as  regard  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107) 

Giving  out  work  to  be  done  j Unwholesome  (S.  108) 
in  Premises  whieh  are  (Infected  (S.  110) 
Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  premises 
infected  by  scarlet  fever  or  small-pox  (S.  109). 
Other  offences 

Total  ... 

41 

39 

y_i  £C 

o a 
o 

as 

0 GO 

Is 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  &c  — Continued. 

3 . - OTH  E R MATTE RS. 


Class. 


Matters  notified  to  II. M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (S.  133) 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by 
H.M.  Inspectors  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but 
not  under  the  Factory  Act  (S.  5) 


Notified  by  H M. 

Inspector 
Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
H.M  Inspectors 


Other 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101) 
In  use  during  1903 


Number. 


2 


1 


3 


( in  1903 

Certificates  granted  < 

Min  1904 


3 


In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 

Homework 

Lists  of  Outworkers  (S.  107) 

Lists  received  ... 

Addresses  of  ( Forwarded  to  other  Authorities 
Outworkers  (Redyed  from  other  Authorities 

Homeicork  in  Unwholesome  or  Infected  Premises 

Notices  prohibiting  Homework  in  unwholesome 
premises  (S,  108) 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’ 
premises 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises 
(S.  110) 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1904  ... 


Number  of 

Lists.  | Outworkers. 

10  | 

117 

14 

4 

t 

Wearing 

Apparel. 

Other 

89 

89 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 
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STAFFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 


done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector's  Department  during  the 
year  1904,  in  the  Uylctn  District  of  Brier  ley -Hill. 


Inspec- 
tions and 
Observa- 
tions 
made. 

_ 

Formal 

Notices 

by 

Authority 

Nuis- 

ances 

Abated 

after 

Notice. 

/Foul  Conditions 

146 

29 

29 

Dwelling-houses  J Structural  Defects 

7 

7 

7 

and  Schools  ) Overcrowding 

21 

4 

11 

\ Unfit  for  Habitation  ... 

256 

85 

85 

Lodging  houses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ( 

Cowsheds  ...  A 

87 

5 

5 

Bakehouses  ...  ( 

61 

10 

11 

Slaughter-houses 

58 

Canal  Boats 

79 

37 

37 

Ashpits  and  Privies  .. 

912 

92 

92 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

18 

9 

9 

Water  Closets 

15 

2 

2 

(Defective  Traps  ...  f 

House  Drainage  a No  Disconnection  ...  •< 

295 

89 

79 

(Other  Faults  ...  ( 

Water  Supply 

65 

14 

8 

Pigsties 

36 

Animals  improperly  kept 

35 

4 

4 

Offensive  Trades 

15 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

Totals 

2096 

387 

379 

1 Nos. 


Seizures  of  unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  found  Adulterated 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use... 


9 

9 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 

Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  notifying  existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 


14 

56 

6 


February  16th,  1905. 


JOHN  YORKE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Sanitary  inspector’s  IReport 


During  the  year  I received  and  attended  to  98  special  complaints, 
and  in  attending  to  these  complaints  and  in  making  house  to  house 
inspections,  I met  with  264  nuisances,  defects,  or  breaches  of  the  Bye- 
Laws. 

The  number  of  preliminary  notices  served  was  139,  of  which  115 
have  been  complied  with.  A.  number  of  nuisances  were  abated  after 
verbal  notice. 

I inspected  740  houses  and  premises,  and  made  1,356  re-inspectinos. 

In  my  monthly  reports  to  the  Sanitary  and  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee, 153  statutory  notices  were  ordered  to  be  served. 


The  following  table  defines  the  notices  and  gives  the  results : — ■ 


Act  and  Section  under  which  Notice  was  served. 

Number  of 
Notices. 

Complied 

with. 

Prosecutions 

taken. 

Not  com- 
plied with. 

Work  in 
progress. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  94  

115 

95 

2 15 

3 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  47  

6 

4 

2 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Section  24 

3 

3 

Housing  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  Section  32 

29 

25 

1 

1 4 

2 

153 

127 

( 

3 21 

1 

5 

During  the  year  7 prosecutions  were  ordered  to  be  taken  out  Only 
three  summonses,  however,  were  taken  out,  as  the  work  required  to  be 
done  in  regard  to  the  other  cases  was  put  in  hand  before  the  summons 
was  issued. 
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Premises. 

Offence  or  cause  of 
prosecution. 

Act  under  which 
prosecution  instituted 

Results. 

33  to  38,  Cottage  Street 

Defective  drains, 
ashpits,  and 
spouting. 

P.H.A.,  1875 

Jan.  7.-—Ordered 
to  do  work  re- 
quired and  pay 
costs. 

No.  1,  Court  1,  Bank  St. 

House  unfit  for 
human  habita- 
tion. 

H.W.C.  Act,  1890 

Feb,  15.  — House 
ordered  to  be 
closed  and  costs 
paid. 

Travellers’  Rest  Inn  ... 

Defective  drains, 
urinal,  and 
privy. 

P.H.A.,  1875 

Withdrawn  on 
payment  of 
costs.  Work 
commenced. 

Dairies*  Cowsheds,  and  Mitkshops. — -There  are  21  registered 
Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  in  the  district,  15  being  cowkeepers 
and  the  remaining  6 purveyors  of  milk  only.  There  are  2 1 registered 
Cowsheds  in  the  district.  3 persons  ceased  carrying  on  business  during 
the  year,  and  2 persons  were  registered.  During  the  year  I have  made 
87  inspections,  and  have  had  occasion  to  serve  5 statutory  notices.  In 
two  cases  horses  were  being  stabled  in  same  shed  as  cows,  and  in  one 
case,  pigs.  The  other  two  sheds  were  kept  in  a filthy  condition,  and 
were  subsequently  closed.  Several  other  matters  have  been  remedied 
after  verbal  notice  had  been  given. 

Three  applications  for  Registration  have  been  refused  during  the  year 
owing  to  the  premises  they  proposed  to  use  being  found  unsuitable. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  14  Bakehouses  on  the  register,  and  during 
the  year  I made  61  inspections.  One  Bakehouse  was  used  as  a scullery 
and  washhouse  and  had  an  untrapped  sink  inside.  In  another  case 
horses  were  brought  to  and  fro  through  the  Bakehouse  to  their  stable ; 
manure,  &c.,  being  also  conveyed  that  way.  Nine  other  notices  have 
been  served  regarding  better  ventilation,  drainage,  and  light ; these 
were  all  immediately  complied  with.  One  new  Bakehouse  has  been 
erected  with  modern  improvements.  Three  Certificates  have  been 
granted  sanctioning  the  occupation  of  Underground  Bakehouses,  during 
the  'year. 

Slaughterhouses.—There  are  13  Registered  Slaughterhouses  in 
the  district,  and  generally  speaking,  these  are  now  kept  in  good 
condition.  During  the  year  I made  58  visits 
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There  are  still  many  persons  who  slaughter  pigs  on  unlicensed  premises 
for  sale  for  food,  and  this,  besides  being  an  offence,  is  unjust  to  those 
whose  meat  is  under  supervision  in  a Registered  Slaughterhouse. 

Water  Supply. — During  the  year  I have  taken  nine  samples  of 
well  water  for  analysis,  and  in  each  case  the  water  was  pronounced  to 
be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  Seventeen  Statutory  notices  have  been 
served,  and  13  wells  supplying  33  houses  have  been  closed. 

Infectious  Diseases. — I have  visited  and  enquired  into  52  cases 
of  Infectious  disease,  and  in  several  instances  found  sanitary  defects 
which  were  subsequently  dealt  with.  56  houses  have  been  disinfected 
and  14  lots  of  bedding  have  been  sent  to  the  Hospital  for  disinfection. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — There  are  45  Factories  and  89 
Workshops  on  the  Register.  233  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
41  infringements  of  the  Act  were  noted,  39  of  which  are  remedied. 
During  the  year  I received  [4  lists  of  outworkers  containing  117  names 
of  persons  who  were  outworkers.  14  lists  of  outworkers  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  various  Couucils  in  whose  districts  they  reside.  4 lists 
have  been  received  from  neighbouring  authorities. 

Canal  Boats  Acts. — 79  inspections  were  made  during  the  year, 
and  37  infringements  of  the  Act  were  noted.  These  are  enumerated 
below  : — 


Nature  of  Infringement. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Leaking  CaLins 

3 

Cabins  requiring  Painting 

2 

No  Certificate  on  Board 

1 

Not  properly  Registered 

4 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated 

13 

Overcrowding 

2 

No  Water  Vessel 

3 

No  Pump 

7 

Marking  and  Lettering  indistinct 

2 

37 

Petroleum  Acts. — Eight  licenses  have  been  issued  during  the  year. 
I have  paid  28  visits  and  have  taken  three  samples  of  petroleum.  These 
when  tested  were  found  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

General. — During  the  year  56  houses  have  been  repaired  and  made 
fit  for  human  habitation.  Seven  houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  one  by  magistrates’  order.  29  houses  were  cleansed 
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and  limewashed,  59  ashpits  and  privies  have  been  repaired,  and  33  new 
ashpits  and  privies  erected.  58  houses  had  drains  re-laid  or  new  drains 
put  in,  39  drains  w-jre  cleansed,  repaired,  or  trapped  gullies  put  in.  11 
cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated.  4 urinals  were  reconstructed.  2 
W.C.  soil  pipes  ventilated.  8 cases  where  animals  kept  to  be  a 
nuisance  were  abated.  9 accumulations  of  offensive  refuse  removed. 
7 dangerous  buildings  have  been  dealt  with.  A case  of  a sleeping  room 
over  a privy  remedied.  159  official  letters  were  written. 

Scavenging. — During  the  year  some  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  system  of  night-soil  removal.  More  work  is  being  done,  and  com- 
plaints have  been  few.  2,896  ashpits  and  3,575  privies  have  been 
cleansed  during  the  year. 


JOHN  YORIvE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


